
As the surplus baby-boom population reaches what
used to be considered older age, many of us think
of retirement. This is perhaps a misnomer though,

as we are one of the healthiest, most active generations to
reach the point of leaving our occupations. As such, we�re
able to proceed not to a couch with our feet up, but to a
new path of adventure in our lives. I was privileged to talk
with a person most REC customers have seen but probably
would not recognize. Terry Chitwood has been a lineman
for most of his working career, following the many miles
of electric lines that the REC services for 30-1/2 years,
and is now moving on to a new adventure.

Though many of our young people leave the Richland
area for jobs in specialty areas, Terry is a hometown boy
of Richland Center, a graduate of RCHS who was in-
volved in wrestling, football, and track. He left for only a
brief time while serving with the Army Airborne, followed
by his introduction to electricity with an electric power
line contractor in Madison. In 1977, a friend mentioned to
Terry�s wife, Dorothy, that a job was available with the
Richland Electric Cooperative and the rest is history.

It took four years of schooling, but Terry became a
journeyman lineman, trained for maintaining electric lines
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Terry Chitwood, retiring after 30-plus years of service to Richland
Electric Cooperative, stands by one of the trucks in which he spent
a lot of his working time over the past three decades. Pictured
below, left to right, are various scenes of Terry on the job: helping
to set up for the annual Star Spangled Celebration, attending a
safety luncheon, spending a rare moment at the desk, working at
a substation, loading material, and installing URD cable.
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