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Make plans now to attend the Member Appreciation Picnic to be held 
on Saturday, October 8. Bring your family to enjoy some delicious food, 
all prepared and served by directors and employees of the cooperative. The 
menu will include grilled brats, chicken breasts and hot dogs, along with 
barbecued pork, potato salad, beans, cheese curds, and more. To top off the 
meal, we’ll have 75th anniversary cake and ice cream. Serving begins at 11 
a.m. and will end at 2 p.m.

Each family attending will receive a special 75th anniversary REC 
commemorative trivet (one per family, please), and 75th anniversary book-
lets will be available. We’ll also have a pictorial display and video of some 
of the co-op history of the past 75 years.   

Once again this year, we are asking members to bring a non-perishable 
food item or cash to the picnic for the local food pantry. Members who 
donate will receive a free compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL). You should 
have received a bill insert in September with information about the picnic.  

Member 
Appreciation 

Picnic/CFL 
Food Drive 
October 8!

You’re Invited…
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According to a study by the University of Wisconsin 
Center for Cooperatives, 2.7 million cooperative 

members in the Badger State depend on approximately 
800 co-ops to market and supply agricultural products as 
well as to provide credit, electricity, telephone service, 
health care, housing, insurance, and many other products 
and services. Wisconsin co-ops annually record about 
$5.6 billion in gross sales and they employ approximately 
23,400 Wisconsin residents, paying nearly $700 million 
in wages and benefits each year. Wisconsin cooperatives 
pay more than $65 million in taxes each year.

l	 Wisconsin was one of the first states to enact a law 
authorizing cooperatives in 1887. 

l	 Anne Pickett started the first dairy cooperative in the 
state in 1841, pooling milk from neighborhood farms, 
processing it into cheese, and shipping it to Milwau-
kee for sale. 

l	 The first Wisconsin rural electric cooperatives were 
energized in May of 1937 in Richland Center and 
Columbus. 

l	 Wisconsin’s earliest town mutual associations were 
organized in February 1860—one in Manitowoc 
County and one in Kenosha County. 

l	 The Cochrane Cooperative Telephone Company, 
incorporated in 1905, was among the first telephone 
companies in the state. 

l	 Cooperative livestock marketing had its beginnings 
in Wisconsin during the 1920s, when local livestock 
shipping associations organized at rail points to ship 
livestock to a terminal market. With transportation 
and livestock processing improvements, cooperative 
auction markets were organized in 1957. 

l	 The first grain farmer cooperative and elevator was 
started in Madison in 1857. It was called the Dane 
County Farmers’ Protective Union. 

Co-ops Have a Big Impact 
on Wisconsin’s Economy

Sow seeds of safety for a harvest free of 
tragedy: Make electrical safety a priority year-
round. Each year, farm workers are killed or 
injured when their equipment makes contact with 
overhead power lines. Review farm activities and 
work practices that take place around power lines 
to prevent tragic accidents.

• 	 Know the location of power lines and keep farm 
equipment at least 10 feet away from them.

• 	 Always lower portable augers or elevators to their 
lowest possible level—under 14 feet—before mov-
ing or transporting; use care when raising them.

• 	 When moving large equipment or high loads near 
a power line, always use a spotter, or someone to 
help make certain that contact is not made with a 
power line.

• 	 Be aware of increased height when loading and 
transporting larger modern tractors with higher 
antennas.

• 	 Never attempt to raise or move a power line to 
clear a path!

• 	 Don’t use metal poles when breaking up bridged 
grain inside and around bins.

• 	 As in any outdoor work, be careful not to raise 
any equipment such as ladders, poles, or rods into 
power lines. Remember, non-metallic materials 
such as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes, and hay 
will conduct electricity depending on dampness 
and dust and dirt contamination.

• 	 Use qualified electricians for work on drying 
equipment and other farm electrical systems.
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The following people are owed 
capital credits checks. If you have 
current addresses of these people, 

please contact us at (608)647-3173.

Do You Know Where These People Are?

Abel, Russell
Ahlstrand, Ivan
Albrecht, Joseph
Albrecht, Richard
Aldinger, Robert
Allbaugh, Robert
Anderson, Donald
Anderson, James
Anderson, Sandra
Appelbaum, Diane
Appleget, Homer
Arnheiter, Angelina
Asp, Paul
Babb Bros
Baley, David
Baley, Warren
Bangert, Glen
Banker, Scot Sr
Bargman, Gerald
Barry, James
Barto, Darin
Beatty, Agnes
Behrendt, Earl
Beilfuss, Esther
Benn, Marion
Benson, Arthur/Edith
Berberich, Carl
Berger, John
Berning, Tom
Blair, Ernest
Blanchard, Woodrow
Blessing, Chester
Blue River Outfitters
Blue, Bill
Boak, Frank
Bobb, Paul
Bomkamp, Albert
Boone, Helen
Borland, Dorotha
Brand, Suzanne
Breese, Raymond
Brewer, Marie
Brophy, William
Brown, Shirley
Buckta, Betty
Burris, Robert

Burris, Teresa
Burtsfield, Sara
Butler, Steve
Butteris, Gary
Cameron, Dayton
Campbell, Jessica
Caplin, Herbert
Carlson, Lucille
Carlson, Nels
Carlson, Richard
Cerny, John
Chitwood, Daniel
Choyeski, Linda
Clarkson, Lynn
Clary, James
Cleaver, Clark
Clemans, Russell
Cline, Ralph
Coleman, Ila
Collins, Michael
Collins, Richard
Colwell, Donald
Condon, William
Cook, Lee
Cook, Scott
Coon, James
Cooper, Harold
Corey, Robert
Coy, Roxanne
Crandall, Rollie
Dahl, Art
Dalberg, Rick
Daniels, Thurley
Degenhardt, Elizabeth
Degenhardt, Herbert
Denman, Irene
Denman, Loreen
Denman, Marjorie
Dietmeyer, Lorraine
Dietz, Mary
Dinges, George
Dir, Gene
Dobbs, Gary
Dobson, Michael
Dorgan, Kathleen
Drea, Marie

Dremsa, John
Drinkwater, Ronald
Drzymala, Stanley
Durnford, George
Durst, Shirley
Dvorak, Orville
Elwood, Steven
Eng, Kevin
Fackler, Rainy
Fields, Michael
Fink, Wilmer
Fischer, Ray
Fish, Mildred
Flamme, Stanley
Flory, Beverly
Foley, Richard
Ford, Richard
Foster, Barbara
Fowell, Clarence
Frazier, Richard
Fredericks, C V
Freedman, Gerald
Fruit, Roy
Fuller, Fred
Gagliano, Ralph
Gancer, Donald
Gander, James
Garrity, William
Gast, Reinhold
Gates, Paula
Geimer, Dorothy
George, William
Giese, Wilbur
Grace, Robert
Grau, Mark
Gray, Everett
Griffin, Karen
Grimes, Ronald
Grosskreutz, Kathleen
Groves, Eleanor
Gscheidmeier, L
Haley, Eve
Hall, Robert
Hansen, Jerry
Hanson, Richard
Harlan, Michael
Harper, Joan
Haskin, Larry
Hatcher, Isaac
Hatcher, Vernon
Havlik, Albert

Heitmann, Paul
Henry, Ray
Hess, Glen
Hinkle, Richard
Hinkle, Ronald
Hinz, Robert
Hirschfield, Michele
Hobson, Lucille
Hogan, Linda
Honer, Mary
Hoskins, Harley
Hosmanek, Joseph
Hostetler, Mervin
Howell, Ethel
Hurless, Bernard
Hurless, Terry
Imhoff, John
Jackson, Nelson
Jank, Rena
Jeffers, Donald
Jefferson, Ruth
Jelle, Kristey
Jewell, Donald
Johnson, Callie
Johnson, Cheryl
Johnson, Maynard
Jones, Arlis
Jordan, Lucille
Jordan, Margaret
Jordon, John Dr
Jurgensen, Tom
Kais, Mary
Kajkowski, Alexander
Karig, Richard
Kashchins, Anthony
Kauffan, John
Kelsey, Richard
Keys, William
Kickapoo Valley Farms
King, Phillipine Est
King, Ruth
Kinnee, James
Kirkland Enterprises
Klatt, Gerald
Knoble, Dean
Kopczyk, Kim
Kreiner, Beatrice
Kropp, David
Kuban, Norman
Kuzminski, Richard
Le Brun, Michael

Lee, Agnes
Leffler, Robert
LeTendre, Eugene
Lima Farms
Lipe, Boyd
Listwan, Adeline
Livingston, Richard
Loppnow, Larry
Loughery-Jones, David
Lowrey, Steve
Lyons, John
M J Kinney Est
M&I Bank Southwest
Machovec, Wesley
Mack, Thomas
Makinster, Robert
Manning, Dale
Marshall Farms
Marshall, Ronald
Martin, Dorothy
Martin, Richard
Mather, Mike
Mathis, Arnold
Matthes, Elain
Maxon, Larry
Mc Bain, Steve
Mc Bain, Virgil
Mc Clenahan, Dan
Mc Cormick, Philip
Mc Glynn, Jay
Mc Glynn, Patrick
Mc Hugh, Thomas
Mc Mullin, Emma
Mc Namer, Raymond
McLaughlin, Charlene
McVay, Hazel
Mead, Ed
Mead, Henry
Mead, Joe
Meixelsperger, Duane
Melby, Elvin
Merrill, Emily
Michar, Nick
Migneault, Robert
Milkert, Mark
Miller, Larry
Miller, Rebecca
Millner, Richard
Moen, James
Moen, Mark
Moore, Allen

Moran, Paul
Morgan, Daniel
Morgan, J P
Morris, Susanne
Morrow, Donald
Morse, Ruth
Morse, Tammy
Mueller, Ginny
Mueller, Teresa
Mullikin, Gary
Munz, Michael
Murphy, John
Najarian, George
Needham, Larry
Nelson, Brenda
Nelson, Lee
Nelson, Paul
Nemec, Philip
Nesser, Randy
Neumann, Opal
Neville, Ruth
Newberg, How
Nickels, Frank
Niebuhr, Ruth
Oleson, Edith
Olson, Donald
Olson, Greg
Ozanne, Ward
Pammer, Fred
Parker, Gerald
Parkhurst, Daniel
Parrell, David
Patterson, Thomas
Payne, Terry
Perkins, Lois
Piasecki, David
Pioneer Hi-Bred 
    Inter, Inc
Pittman, Betty
Plane, Ward
Pliner Bros
Pohlman, Edward
Poole, Donna
Popelka, George
Powell, Cecil Est
Powell, Eldon
Powell, William
Propper, Webster
Puckett, Mark
Quick, Ken
Reap, Duane
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Shannon Clark, 
	 Manager/CEO
Ed Lund, Editor

Otto “Chris” Ottesen, 
	 Vice President
Calvin Sebranek, Secretary
Judy Murphy, Treasurer

Timothy Tiller
Gerald Wendorf
Donald Huffman
James Lewis
Daniel Hillberry

Your Board of Directors

Richland Electric Cooperative

1027 N. Jefferson Street
P.O. Box 439
Richland Center, WI 53581

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

(608) 647-3173  •  www.rec.coop

Laugh Lines
John Madden was in New England to announce 

a football game one weekend when he noticed a 
special telephone near the Patriots’ bench. He asked 
QB Brady what it was used for and was told it was a 
hotline to God. Madden asked if he could use it and 
Brady replied, “Sure, but it will cost you $200.”

Madden scratched his head, then thought, what 
the heck, he could use some help picking games, so 
he pulled out his wallet and paid $200. Madden’s 
picks were perfect that week.

The next week, Madden was in Indianapolis 
when he noticed the same kind of phone on the Colts 
bench. He asked what the telephone was for and 
Manning told him, “It’s a hotline to God. If you want 
to use it, it will cost you $500.” Recalling the previ-
ous week, Madden pulled out his wallet and made the 
call. Madden’s picks were perfect again that week. 

The next weekend, Madden was in Green Bay, 
when he noticed the same kind of telephone by the 
Packers’ bench. He asked Aaron Rodgers, “Is that the 
hotline to God?” Rodgers said, “Yes, and if you want 
to use it, it will cost you 50 cents.”

Madden looked incredulously at Rodgers and 
said, “Wait just a doggone second. I was just in New 
England and it cost me $500 and in Indianapolis it 
cost me $200 to use the same kind of phone to God. 
Why do the Packers only charge 50 cents?”

Rodgers smiled and replied, “Because in Green 
Bay, it’s a local call.”

Redfern, John 
Reed, Robert
Reek, Robert
Reineking, Gerald
Rezac, Frank
Rhodes, Clovis
Rhodes, Lucy
Riffey, John
Riggs, Orrin
Ripley, Grace
Rooney, Ralph
Rose, Eber
Rudersdorf, Ray
Russell, Julian
Ruth, Robert
Rux, Earl
Rynes, Boyd
Sabo, William
Salisbury, Patti
Salmon, Luke
Sanford, Renee
Schell, L M
Schmidt, Pat
Schmit, Gary
Schmitz, Barbara
Scholl, Stanley
Schoovover, Richard Jr
Schoville, James
Schroeder, Kent
Schuetz, Russell
Schultz, Jeffrey
Schultz, Martha
Schultz, Robert
Schultz, William
Schulze, Mary
Schwem, Steve
Scott, Gary
Seamster, Mike
Sebranek Farms

Seifert, Mary
Shedivy, George
Sherman, Myrtle
Shireman, Jeff
Shireman, Stella
Slater, Kenneth
Smith, John
Spanley, John
Spring, Daniel
Standish, Lucille
Stanek, Emma
Stearney, Michael
Steele, Thomas
Steinberg, Barbara
Steiner, Erich
Stevens, Robbin
Stewart, Glen
Stittleburg, Kenneth
Stockwell, Allen
Stockwell, Virgil
Storer, Jeremiah
Storms, Charlotte
Storms, Karen
Storms, Sherry
Subera, Sylvester
Sugden, John
Surma, Walter
Swart, Richard
Sypek, Kathy
Tadder, Cardell
Templen, Richard
Tennant, Edward
Tews, Carol
Thompson, David
Thompson, Frank
Todd, Alta
Todd, W Z
Topp, Gladys
Tracy, Derik

Tracy, John
Tracy, Maynard
Tracy, Raymond
Trappe, Henry
Trifunac, Alexander
Utterback, Phillip
Vanlaanen, Leslie
Voigt, Leland
Walker, Robert
Wallace, Marlan
Wallace, Michael
Walsh, Sean
Walter, Lillian
Ward, Phillip
Ward, Sheldon
Wardell, Kim
Wasileski, Al
Watson, Donald
Watson, Paul
Webster, Marvin
Webster, Thomas
Wendland, Jim
West Lima 
    Community B
Wheeler, Lyle
Whipple, Stacy
White Pines Realty, Inc
Wilcox, Amber
Wilder, William
Williams, Ed
Williams, Ernest
Willison, Eugene
Wilmot, Harold
Wilson, Cathy
Wood, Matthew
Wubbenhorst, Catherine
Yarish, John Jr
Zellar, John

Have a safe 
and happy 
Halloween!
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